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The first great INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF JURISTS 
for the protection of Right against systematic Injustice was recently 
held in West Berlin with the cooperation of Delegates from 
43 countries, amongst whom were 31 Ministers and Statesmen, 32 
Professors, 33 Presidents, Judges and Counsel in High Courts of 
Justice. The names of these Delegates warrant that the resolutions 
were passed by the Congress unprejudiced by political questions of 
the day and after scrupulous examination of the documentary mate = 
rial and the hearing of witnesses. The publication troughout the 
world of these important resolutions is being done not for propa= 
ganda purposes, but with the object of spreading the truth in order 
to maintain and defend Law against, an imminent danger not yet 
sufficiently understood by the Free World. 
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Fin^i Resolution by Plenary Assembly 

- • ' f 

I. Whereas Jurists from 43 countries in the world have met in their 
individual capacities in this Congress in West-Berlin on the invi- 
tation of the Investigating Committee of Free-minded Jurists of the 
Soviet Zone of Germany operating in West-Berlin to consider the 
material and evidence presented by them relating to the admi- 
nistration of justice in the Soviet Zone of Germany, 

and whereas the Congress has appointed working committees of its 
members to study the administration of Labor Law, Civil and Eco- 
A mofhip ,Law,\Publie, Layv and Penal Law in the Soviet , Zone, gf G§r- 
• C v -ipany; ! ^ ‘ J. 

and whereas the working committees of the Congress having con- " 
’* sldered' the material and evidence presented to them, and having 
v - •. ‘ !- |je&r(i 'witniessyp^a^ehie^br^ed to the Congress, as follows; 

aj <The Committee on public Law (Appendix 1) . 

If) The Committee oh Penal Law (Appendix 2) 
t '"'y V c) T|ie Cpinmitthe^op Civil and Economic Law (Appendix 3) 

■ d) The Committee oh Labor Law (Appendix 4) ' 

f ■. • ' ■ • :<• . . ; - a v • : ; 

. "> ? - :TZ;.;That the Congress adopts the reports of its working conunittees.; 

•jf- A A- 'iv! is impressed by .the authentic nature' ;of : the 
c . ■ ■ , ; byThe'jnvustl gat in^ ^ ^ of Free-minded , 

’ • * weight of, the evidence and is of the opinion thfet 



• ;-f/ 'j^-£otfgtess}\ttelieyi $$- : that violations of principle of the' 

i j.-A is a^ilaattcr. of grave 1 concern nbt . 
' only tp jurists but to. all peopie troughout the world. ' . v- ?. 
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c) To take such' further action as the Standing Committee may 
deem desirable to implement the objectives of the Congress. 

I. Resolved: That the Congress elects the following as members of the 
Standing Committee: Hon. J. T. Thorson, Ottawa, Canada; Mr. P. T. 
Federspiel, Copenhagen,- Denmark; Sr. Jose Nabuco, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil; Hon. H. B. Tyabji, Karachi, Pakistan; Dr. E. Zellweger, Zurich, 
Switzerland; and Mr. A, J. M. van Dal, The Hague, Holland; with 
power to replace and co-opt; and that Hon. J. T. Thorson be Chair- 
man and Mr. A. J, M. van Dal Secretary of such Standing Committee. 

r . Resolved: That the Sfetretariai of the Standing (Committee of the 
Congress be establishedv.at The H«Sue under the direction of its 
Secretary, Mr. A. j, M. van Dal, Npordein.de 75,. Den Haag, Holland. 

r . Resplved: That with ^ jyew to assisting fhe Standing 9° m mittee in 
its work, Dr.. Theo Friedehau: be regueSteti to keep the Standing 
Committee currently informed about the Conditions behind the Iron 
Curtain. " ' •• •• • . 

1, Re§olved: That . a statement., of the resolutions adopted by the Con- 
gress be sent to the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany. 

4 • • • . vv I . • ' ~J : J- . 

I. Resolved: That n statement -0 the resolution^ adopted by the 9on- 
.gress together with .copy of-rne publication ^Injustice as . a System'" , 
r be, sent to the Government of "the: Gefrnam Democratic Republic and 
to the. Occupatidn .^^^y^t^hte : of:Ghilnaiiy, •. 



be sent- to the. General ’S’ecreth.ry of tite.TJhilad Kfations for his infor - : 
matron 'end sudi acting 

. Resolved: That thfeCph0esSappr^ warjc of the Investigating 

^Jommittee "of Free-mihdO^^ the material presehted 

to the Congress and hopes maftlris courageous and able group will 

inAntiiMl 'itr* .urnrlrl IM ' atrl trt rr»cv 'rtf irtlnctiro tha 



continue -its wbrl^ m t^the YiStijhs. injustice in the 

Soviet Zone and! aftiiiiii Tnitli the riiie of. lay will, ultimately 
evaiTand thatfteedomTand^ V - 



?• V ■ ' i. 

’ ■’ j 
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The resolutions 
countries: 



ire passed Unanimously by io6 Delegates fro 



^the fc 



following 



Albania: Selim D a m a n i , Leading 
Albanian jurist living in exile; Hasan 
Dosti, Former President of Court of 
Appeal; Nin;i Kotta, Former Presi- 
’ dent of "Relief and Assistance Commit- 
tee". Austria: Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. G; .1. 
fibers, University of Innsbruck; Prof. 
Dr. Erich Sachets, University of 
Innsbruck. Belgium: AntoineBra u n 
Lawyer at Court of Appeal. Brazil: Prof. 
Cesar i no j r., University of Sao Paolo; 
J o s eyN a b u c o , President of Brazi- 
iian-American Institute. Bulgaria: Prof. 
Dr. N, D o 1 a p c h i e v, formerly Univer- 
- sity of Sofia; V 1 a dim ir Pascaleff, 
Former Diplomatist; Ass e n S 1 a v o v, 
Member of the National Committee. 
Canada: Hon; L. W: Brockington, 
.-Dean of "Queen's University”, Former.- 
Deputy Prime Minister; J. E s t ey, Judge 
■ at .Supreme Courts? Hon. R. I.. K o 1 - 
1 o c k AQ.C.j, tLL.D. b, c., Judge at 
Supreme Court. ■ Czechoslovakia: Dr. 

Jo 5 ep.it Mikus, former Envoy of 
•Slovakia "in Madrid; Prof. Dr. Stefan 
Osuskyj President of Central Com- 
mitfeeC-idf v a . . Free 1 ;, Czechoslovakia; 

• Dr." 'J.-'S t r a n's k y , Fofmfef Professor 
for Pena! Law, Minister of Justice. 
.7 China; Prof. Dr, F r.a n c id S. F.Liu, 

• Yale' University, former ■presiding Judge 
. at ■ Supreme ‘ Court -of Shanghai. Den- 
mark: ' J e n s’ B u j) 1 , ... . Lawyer; P e.r 
'. F e ti e is p i 4.1 j Vice; President, of . the 
Legal iGommittee tbthe;--United Nations, 
,y, former Minister; O v e r.R a s m u s s e n, 

. Lawyer at. Supreme Court; Egypt: Prof. 
-"'Dr. M it h mo u d A b o.u Afia , Cairo 
; ,Uniyei'sity. Estonia: , f J o ,h a n n e S 
F -K g'n..{,iprmbr fi|ims.tpr of Justice.;. 

H ein^i g fa M.a r kj, .jSpgretar.y General 
'of. j-Jational Council; . P a ul P o o m 
■ forinef; Judge at' Supreme Court, France: 



D a n i e 1 B u i s cl o n , foimer Chairman 
and at. • present member of Council of 
French Union; Dr, Jean K re h e r , 
Lawyer, legal adviser at Ministry of 
•Labor. Georgia: Eugene Guegu- 
e t e h k. o r i , former President of Trans- 
caucasian Government. Germany: Prof. 

Dr. A. Blomeyer, Free University, 
Berlin; Prof. Dr. F. Darmstaedter, 
Cambridge and Heidelberg Universities; 

Dr. Thro Friedenau, Chief of the 
Investigating Committee of Free jurists; 
Prof. Dr. E. H e i n i t z , Free, University 
Berlin; Dr. V; Kielinger, Senator for 
Justice, Berlin; Dr, H. K ii h ne iaa ti n , 
-President of Senate,' Berlin; Prof. Dr. R, 

M aurach, Munich. University; Dr'. R,’’ 

N e u m a n n , President of Penal Senate 
of the ^Supreme Federal Court"; Prof. DC 
II. K. .Nippefdey, Cologne-Univer- 
sity; Dt. A.Skott, President of Su- 
preme Court of Appeal, Berlin. Great 
Britain: .Sir A 1 f 1 e d. B r own , -.LL.D., 
Lawyer; Prof. Dr. E.-lj." Cohn, Ph.D., 
Lawyer; W a I t e r ■ R ,a e fa ir r.fp, -Esqu., 
Q.C., Recorder o{ Vvbst Hern; Sir ,G. R: . 
■V i t k , Q.C., Chairman of the General 
Council of the Bar of England and Waits. 
Greece: Pud. Gaiis, UniVeYsftycI 
Atheps. India: P u,r ; sh p‘ t-t min T r i -" 
k am das, IsLiB., ' Senior Atfdrheyat " ■ 
■ Supreme' Court" df: Bombay,, .formerly ’ 
Secretary ,tg .-Mahatma -Gandhi,.. Iraq: 
Prof, ' Dr, S li a.d_iy B .i S s^i s S t). , LL.E.V' - 
Legal Board, Baghdad-, formef Chairman 
of. Juvenile Court in Palestine. Iran": Df. 
ParvlzKa z.e m i ,• President of C rifni- 
,nal Court, at .TeheraiiiiUlrelapd: 'G.a:y;a'n ' 
"D u-f . .V : 1 
land:. 1,0. 1 h.o r. ;i r-e n s,o.n ', .Deputy of. 
Jurists' Association; Italy: j>rof,.G. B el'- ’ 
'lavista , ’Me3sifta • .Ufii^Lsity; £r&i.> ■'). 



December 22nc) r 1051 No. 242 — , regulation No. 17 lor Academies 
and Universities of the Secretariat for Academies and .Universities ■ 
No. 245 i. a.) 

(4) Freedom of movement in the Soviet Zone of Germany has been 
restricted for political reasons. (Service regulation No. P.M. 7/51 of the 
Chief Administration ol the German People’s Police of dune 2nd. 1951 
No. 2.54, No. 255 and following.) 

(5) Inviolability of domicile and postal secrecy as recognized by the Con- 

stitution are notoriously disregarded, (regulations of the Dresden 
General Post Office Administration of September 9th,' 1950 — No. 275, 
No. 276 and following.) . : 

(f>) The administration of the Soviet Zone of Germany is dominated by the 

- . Socialist Unity Party (SED)y which was created under pressure of the 
Soviet occupation pow,or against the will of the great majority of the 
social democrat -members and must not be Confounded with the German 
Social .Democratic- Party. The., members. of the SED in public service 
have ,alsp ip their Official activities to follow; the. orders of the party. 
(Decision 'of the' Socialist Unity . Party of • Germany — Landesleitung 
Mecklenburg, of February 3rd, 1952 '— No.' 28l:) The activity of the 
• State, serves, the, realisation df the aims of, the- Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany, Vhiclk .consist in,, tbe ^ust ablisiiirtent : gf it , B ojs he v ist order of 
State. and. society according to the Soyjet Union pattern, without taking 
into consideration ‘the. vital- needs’ of the population. 

17) ’ In order’ to'. ’achieve this aitn, rilegaT rrie'ilsu’res are taken in numerous 
' cases. Ift addition tothe iiSual adridhi&tratiyri -adthofitics and the State 
Security' ,Seryic : eT^pecml, offib^ 'Withj ’J4r-fe diking powers; especially 
Cdntrol/CQihinittees ^apd .^d^ds^or -The .protection of th.e ; People s 
property, h'ave been, £$tabii?b0il. '‘IdlHo.r-'jCdnccfnihig.-^he tasks of the 
Gen'tr?il Cdhtrof Committee etehof September '1st, T948, .arid the regu- 
. ... latjoris -Of. -its TihpheMlritktftiK ‘ - \ ... 

(8) Heavy ta.xation.Tg iipposed ■arbitrarily and: illegally, in accordance with 

goUernniept needs .as ’estabjiSge'd: by . the r Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany. .-’ x • , .. / . 

(9) .‘.is^ope’ri.Td the population. Com- 
plaints’ to'higher authorities have been unsuccessful In the majority of 

■'•Y cases.-. In. fact, -the constitutionally :gudfahteed : administrative juris- 
diction Is ,. : in.j. reality ■ insignificant; . -gr ;>non-existent (Sakony/’Anhalt, 
•Saxony). ; Tax tribunals as Tapnou nt.ed / by .the Law oh- taxation of 



i 
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n 

•T.- ... • - 

{ I ) For the achievement of the aims of the Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many the administrative authorities viol&te the existing laws of the 
Soviet Zone of Germany, the laws of humanity and the general legal 
principles of a civilized world as laid down in Articles 8, 12, 13, 17, 19, 
20, 21, 2 >> and 27 of the "Universal Declaration of Human Rights" of 
December 1 Oth, 1948, although those legal principles have also been 
guaranteed in the Constitution of the Soviet Zone of Germany of 
October 7th, 1949. 

f2) From the reports made by citizens of different- Satellite States and 
countries occupied by the URSS (Albania,’ Qeorgfa, Rumania, .Czecho- 
Slovakia and the Baltic States Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania) it may 
be concluded that the conditions prevailing, jri these .countries, cor- 
respond .with those prevailing to-day in the "German Democratic 
Republic", and with the same flagrant violation of Human Rights! In 
the Baltic States even mass - deportations of ihnoceriF human. beings 
have repeatedly taken place. " . • ■ ... . .- U 

(3) The Committee considers that constant review of the development Of 
legislation and its application behind the "Iron Curtain" is an urgent 
necessity,, together with careful investigation of the systematic vio : 
lation ,cif justice; wide publication -J3f frelia,ble information and active 
support in the fight against, the suppression of law perpetrated against 
the, population behind the Iron Curtain". , , . .■ - 

The" Committee- is bound t.o .support the struggle otythO- nations behind the 

‘Iron .Curtain" for the maintenance of liberty. ■- / 

s The President .of the Committee on Public Law: . . 

' sd. Dr. Juan Josh Car hb aj a 1 V ic toria 

former Minister of Interior of Uruguay 
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isolation Of the Committee on Ken«d Law 



Tne Committee on Penal Law of, the International Congress of Jurists, 
after due. examination of the material presented; and - having heard and 
questioned witnesses concerning the legal situation and the administration 
of tfife Law, of the Soviet-occupied Zone of Germany, • 
is of the opinion that , - ' - 

(1) In the Soviet-occupied Zone of Germany persons are. arbitrarily 
arrested and detained, ft 1 ' ' : ’ ■ ■■'!' 

■, • . ft ’ft ft •. 

i-; . ,g,^vicey(SSp£^i-isoners are 

' . ?fibj et f pdjd qlher forms^ofvinhumane ■ treatment . ■ :*■ 

•V, ^ ' ** r- ’ C ’*'***"*•*' * 

(3) The tripifnals or the .. Sovioi^bccupred >^one of Germany are neither 

is frequently 






The. Committee therefore concludes: , 

(!) That these violations of the basic principles of law and justice con- 
stitute an offence to the. conscience of mankind; ■ ' ' 

(2) That they are contrary to Articles 3^ 5, 9, ^lgp lT-TQ./and 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948; 

(3) 1 hat they affect the very basis of the ConSifb'tioh of' the German 
Democratic Republic; 



(4) That the existing legislation is not applied- and- that- the administration 
of penal law in the Soviet Zone of Germany, deliberately. 'fails to con- 



form to the principles of the Rule of haw.; j;." :',y 

nbtl i- T ' A# rortr'OTnni lift 










Resolution of the Committee on Civil and Economic Law 



After examination of the material presented and having heard and que- 
stioned witnesses, the Committee believes 

(1) that the orders issued by the Soviet Military Administration for Ger- 
many (SMAD) and the acfs of expropriation without compensation 
based upon such orders, which aim at introducing State capitalism in 
the Soviet Zone of Occupation of Germany, for agriculture (e. g. land- 
ownership over 100 hectars) as well as for the majority of industrial 
concerns of economic importance, are contrary to the principles of 
law, when such orders and acts have exceeded the provisions governing 
the expropriation of war- criminals and active members of the Nazi 
Party and recognized war reparations.. Such acts of expropriation ; are 
arbitrary by the terms of art. ,17, § 2 of the Universal Declaration of 
HumahjRights of the United Nations.- 

(2) . that the laws and decrees issued by administrations or parliaments in 

the Soviet feme of Germany, providing- a basis fob expropriation with- 
out- compensation for the purpose of socialisation, are invalid and 
, hence arbitrary under art. 17 § 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
. Rights, because those institutions have not been set up, in a 'demo- 
cratic manner, but by intimidation used in the interests of the Commu- 
nist Party. ./ • ■ • : " 

(3) Documents, have been submitted to the Committee showing the pro-- 
cedure tor expropriation adopted in the Soviet Zone of Occupation for 
the pgrp6se' of socia&ation. They indicate that expropriation without 

.■ compensation has been^arried- out by legal verdict. or administrative 
- act, although there was mo evidence for the alleged facts (e. g. in cri- 
■ 'minal prosecutions for alleged fascist activities, for economic offenses, 
■ f for 'fax-evasion and', for infringement on price ceiling regulations). The . 
: ^Committee cheiiey.es j 'th|f- «u<h ah abuse of statutory provisions is 
.- tantamount - to arbijraty expropriation under art. 17, § 2 of the-U.N 
; . Declaration of Humajidkights. . . s ’ 

(4) Finally, the Committee Brelieyes that the denial of legal redress in cases 
jof .expropriation without compensation and other cases of claims 

• ' arising out of measures taken by the public, authorities, is contrary to 
articles. 8 and If). of the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights (e. g. in cases 
.,of seizure, forfeiture, requisitions, sequestration of lodgings). .-. 



: " r' -y v The President ot thh'.Cdrnmittee' on Civil and Economic Law: 

■ • .. ." : - ' • . j\-, '• ' • sd." Dr. Ekelof 

V ^Professor of Civil Law ,^nd Procedure at the University of Ups a la. Sweden 
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Resolution of the Committee on Labor Law 

< V. . ' .. ' " A 

1 he Labor Law Committee has considered the material presented to it by 

the "Investigating Committee of Free Jurists" as to conditions in the 

Soviet I Zone of Germany and has heard a number of witnesses. The 

Committee is of the opinion that the following facts have been established: 

(!) The Workers do not have the right freely to choose their occupation 
and, even when they are employed in jobs Which they prefer to keep, 
are frequently ordered, under threat of punishment, to take jobs in 
mines or other industries, wherb it has been determined that their 
employment would further the interests, of the regime. 

(2) The workers are not free to organize trade unions of their own. Their 
sole choice is ^ the 1; ^reihr "DeutScher (Sewefkschaftsbuad* (FDGB, Free 
German Trade UhioW^pderatijpn) which is jan instrumenb of the State, 
and which is obit in fact a genuine trade union but represents the . 

‘ v interests of: o f ithe means of production, 
aid frequentt^ hqts ^ontrm^ to' the interests of its membersi Collective 
bargaining no longer- exigts. Wages and working conditions are fixed i 
by governmental' decide. " f; ' r 

(3) A wage systpm has ben int/pd.gced which is based upon production norms 

fixed arbihirfip. by government order and Withogt relation either to 
accepted standards, pi wagg. determination or to 'the principle of pro- 
viding an adegdatem^pdmUm;. The workers are denied any .Voice 
ig the no. protection against repeated 

increases in work rekjuirfentehts which ^impose heavier and -heavier •' 

'U hyrddni hft&Q health- and welfare. 

(4) In nationalised enteiprisddj, which, , include all pasic industry, legislation 
for ihfe -protection of Wp’rkdVs^. freqently disregarded to the detriment 



(5) Worker^ ate- frequently'- discharged for political reasons, and, under 



other control authorities; 



Prudent ; of : Cmnittee on Labor Law: - ■ VV ' 

'A 'v 

' Profesjsjfr fit Labor Law; apd LabOt PoQtics at Columbia Universityy 
• I . . Vork; USA' 



■ .. • V ; v- : r > 
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The follow resolution was moreover passed by thd-Tienary Assembly 
regarding the 

Kidnapping of Dr. Walter Linse 

The International Congress of Jurists has learned with deep emotion 
about the kidnapping from West-Berlin of the member of the Investi- 
gating Committee of Free Jurists, lawyer Dr. Waiter L'inse, on 
July 8th, 1952, Such an offence against personal liberty violates the laws 
of ail nations of the world. A human being should only be deprived of 
his freedom according to the Law. 

The Congress has learned that authorities of the Soviet Zone appear 
to have done nothing in order to examine the kidnapping of Dr. Linse 
.! and to call 'to account the respobsible persons: ■, . 

. ; ..The juris^Trom 43 countries present in this Congress aqfee that : by 
their inactivity the authorities in the Soviet Zone, and, especial} v,.. the . 

, . general Prosecutor of The German Democratic Repnblic. are suspect 
as accomplices ir» the crime committed a'gainst Dr. WTiltei Liiise; ; ! 



from the coinpeteiiT authoritifes in the Soviet Zqife th^mM^i^te refeasc 
of the kidnapped jurist and. that they will takje all measiires to clarify A * 
this flagrant violation of law. . , 



The opinion of, thq International- Corigress. Q^ Jl}ri|ts as Regards the . 
-endfe.avmfrs of tim "Democratic German lRf‘public' ! hto ; iinp(^'e''dio , ^bfks ; pf v 
-.the; Congress and. to. threaten the delegates, co-operators and witfi’essos, is.- ' 
reflected, in a • ' . : 

- A - i-mC c hi ^ \ - . ■’ >c 

: r /.-, \ Resolution . J - ' . : v -%-r 

; •,’uv < . • t.-v-j ~ V'T'- V ,-••• ;; >’ •• > '■*>>’ ‘ ft': •' ' rV-':*' ‘V - -'A 

, • . ’.mPyed by h^r. Pairihottam T rikamdas .'President pf^,th^Iii(iiaif^^cialist 1 



. -Jurists who ate' working at 'grave. personal risks, '• -«v| 

“ a- ; , ' ; '..Germany m .helpJrig' : the citizens of that regToh fcf 







./ ■' • vi ". V...;, , ■ frh: J / ‘C.- '' "‘‘V. ' 

-. /- .. . • • j ■■ v - - *< , ^ ^ ^ ** ' :Y 
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The exile Jurists having taken part in the International Congress of Jurists, 
unanimously passed the following resolution about the constitution of a 
Standing Council of Exile Jurists: 

Resolution 

The exile jurists who are taking part in the International Congress of 
Jurists, have decided on the constitution of a “Standing Council of exile 
Jurists from countries behind the Iron Curtain", which Council will be 
composed by leading jurists and politicians from Russia, Rumania, Bul- 
garia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Albania, Czechoslovakia and 
Korea. It will be the task of the Council to take measures for a joint fight 
against the systematic injustice behind the Iron Curtain and in doing so to 
make use of the experiences of the Investigating Committee of Free 
Jurists. 

The President of the National Council of Czechoslovakia, former Ambassa- 
dor Mr. Stefan Osusky, and Dr. Theo Friedenau, Chairman of the Investi- 
gating Committee of Free Jurists, have been charged with the preparations 
for the constitution of an International Investigating Committee to be 
developed from this Council of exile Jurists. 

In close collaboration with the Standing Committee of the International 
Jurists Congress at The Hague, which was also constituted, the Council 
has the duty to inform the whole world about the acts of injustice com- 
mitted by the Soviets. By keeping in touch constantly, the leading jurists 
in exile from the Satellite countries will exchange their experiences, with 
a view to forming a common front of Law against systematic injustice and 
by their influence mitigating the consequences of such injustice, thus 
becoming a practical aid for the population of the Soviet-dominated 
territories. 



